[image: image1.jpg]\

Uiczgo Pole Memorel Founcetion

y 2 p{gﬁz‘

www.CPDmemorial.org



Chicago Police Memorial Foundation

1407 W. Washington Blvd. Chicago, IL. 60607

(312)  499-8899             www.cpdmemorial.org 



Chicago Police Memorial Foundation announces effort to honor officers severely injured in the line of duty

with new sculpture at Chicago Police Memorial

Chicago Bears, Blackhawks, Bulls, Cubs and White Sox team up

to support Chicago Police heroes

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 22, 2010

Chicago - The Chicago Police Memorial Foundation today announced that it will design, build and install a sculpture to pay tribute to Chicago Police officers who have suffered catastrophic injuries in the line of duty.  The effort is made possible due to a joint effort by Chicago’s five major professional sports teams to provide financial support for the Foundation.

The sculpture will be installed at the Chicago Police Memorial just east of Soldier Field on the lakefront.  It will be unveiled and officially dedicated in September.  The sculpture will feature an officer in uniform, sitting in wheelchair surrounded by his children, his wife and his partner.  

Representatives from the Chicago Bears, Blackhawks, Bulls, Cubs and White Sox joined Chicago Police Memorial Foundation and City of Chicago officials at an announcement of the effort today at the Chicago Police Memorial.  Team officials said that they have all come together to initiate joint support for this cause.  

“In many ways, we are a city defined by our heroes in uniform, be they sports uniforms or police uniforms,” said Foundation executive director Philip J. Cline.  “Names like Jordan, Banks, Mikita, Payton and Minoso are well known and will never be forgotten.  But Chicago also has heroes named Mullen, Brumley, Cole, Van Vegten and Domagala, who have endured great pain and made great sacrifice for the people of this city.  This statue and this effort ensures that they and others like them will always be remembered.”  

(MORE)

Chicago Police Memorial Foundation – Add One

Cedric Brumley, Densey Cole and Bernie Domagala, Jim Mullen and Andre Van Vegten are Chicago Police officers who all suffered tragic, permanently debilitating injuries in the line of duty.  Each played a role in the design of the sculpture by offering ideas and input to artists. 

"We can never underestimate the value of the path chosen by members of law enforcement,” said Chicago Police Superintendent Jody Weis.  “Police officers have made a lifetime commitment willingly—to accept a life of risk to serve a cause. This is a commitment most dare not make and a challenge only the best are capable of honoring.  On behalf of the entire Chicago Police Department, I thank all who have made this treasured addition to Gold Star Families Memorial and Park possible. It will serve as an inspiration to us all for years to come."    

The Foundation provides support and assistance to the families of Chicago Police Officers who are killed or catastrophically injured in the line of duty.  Since 2007, the Foundation has provided more than $1 million to families of fallen and catastrophically injured Chicago Police officers.  The Foundation provides tuition assistance and education grants (grammar school through college) for children of officers catastrophically injured in the line of duty, and pays the insurance premiums for officers who are terminally ill.
“The support we provide officers and their families every day is the least we can do to thank these men and women for the sacrifice they have made for all Chicagoans,” said Cline, former Chicago Police superintendent.  “But we also felt that more should be done to publicly recognize these heroes.  We felt it was time to establish a physical, tangible tribute to remind everyone of the sacrifice they have made for all of us.”

The Foundation will benefit from $50,000 contributed collectively by the five Chicago sports teams.  Funds have been donated to the Chicago Police Memorial Foundation in support of its mission to provide assistance to families of fallen officers as well as families of officers who have been catastrophically injured in the line of duty.
The Foundation aims to raise $250,000 in the coming months to fund the project.   Cline and City officials, in thanking representatives from the teams at Tuesday’s announcement, said paying fitting tribute to these officers would not be possible without their support and commitment.   

“The Chicago Bears are proud to support this important new initiative of the Chicago Police Memorial Foundation,” said George McCaskey, Vice Chairman of the Chicago Bears.  “The brave men and women of the Chicago Police Department report for work each day not knowing what danger they may face as they protect the city of Chicago and its citizens.  The Chicago Bears are honored to join together with the Blackhawks, Bulls, Cubs, and White Sox to provide assistance to those officers who have been catastrophically injured in the line of duty.”     

 

“The White Sox and the Bulls are honored to support the proud men and women of the Chicago Police Department who have sacrificed so much in the line of duty,” said White Sox and Bulls chairman Jerry Reinsdorf.
 

(MORE)

Chicago Police Memorial Foundation – Add Two

“The Chicago Blackhawks are honored to play a role in the installation of a permanent memorial to some of the bravest men and women the City of Chicago has to offer,” said Pete Hassen, Senior Director of Market Development and Community Affairs for the Chicago Blackhawks.  “The daily sacrifices by the uniformed heroes of the Chicago Police Department are some of the biggest reasons that this is the greatest City in the world.”
“The Chicago Cubs work closely every day with the Chicago Police Department and see first hand what heroes do to support and protect our City,” said Cubs Chairman Tom Ricketts. “We are honored to support the Chicago Police Department Memorial Foundation and to help recognize the Chicago Police Department and the brave officers who protect this great city and its people.”

The Chicago Police Memorial Foundation commissioned world-renowned sculptors Julie Rotblatt and Omri Amrany to design and sculpt the bronze, bas relief and steel statue.  Among other works, Rotblatt and Amrany designed the Michael Jordan statue at the United Center, the Tribute to Papa Halas at Soldier Field, the Harry Caray and Ernie Banks statues at Wrigley Field and the tributes to the Chicago White Sox 2005 World Series title at U.S. Cellular Field. 
“Rotblatt-Amrany Studios has been commissioned to design and construct sculptures all over the world.  In doing so, we have honored war heroes and athletes, entertainers and artists.  But Chicago is our home.  So it has been our privilege to have an opportunity to work with the Chicago Police Memorial Foundation and the officers it honors on a project that will ensure that these heroes, and the sacrifice they make for us, are always remembered.” 

Organizations or individuals wishing to contribute to this tribute to officers catastrophically injured in the line of duty can visit the Foundation’s website at www.cpdmemorial.org or call 312.499.8899. 

#  #  # 

Contact information:

David Bayless, Chicago Police Memorial Foundation

312.533.0059

baylessdave@gmail.com
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